CLASSIFIEDS:

JOBS

CARS

HOMES

APARTMENTS

SHOPPING

CLASSIFIEDS

Sports

Lifestyles

In Depth

Opinions

Obituaries

SEARCH

Find what you are looking for ...

Seiler shines with dynamic energy in 'The Rehearsal'
Oct. 14, 2009 9:55 PM
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Picture, if you will, a 17th century playwright who has all the joie
de vivre of a Mel Brooks and the mindnumbing inadequacies of an
Ed Wood. Dismissively sweeping his hand, he banishes most
dramatic elements, including plot, characterization, words,
emotions, clarity and credibility, with a single throwaway phrase —
"and all that." He then barrels ahead, flawed in his thinking but
never for a moment in doubt of his own abilities.
He is, if you will, a legend in his own mind.
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Now, imagine a person like this writing, producing and directing a
play, and giving it an airing to two tongueincheek theater goers.
You will have the basic premise of "The Rehearsal," now playing at
the Blackfriars Playhouse. First performed in
1671, this forerunner to modern plays such
If You Go!
as "Noises Off" was written by four men —
what: "The Rehearsal"
George Villiers, Samuel Butler, Thomas
when: Through Nov. 28
Sprat and Martin Clifford — and is now
where: Blackfriars Playhouse, Staunton
enjoying its first serious treatment since the
cost: $10 to $38
17th century.
info: 8511733 or
www.americanshakespearecenter.com

The plot is simple. Ned Johnson and Frank
Smith chance upon a "revolutionary"

playwright, Bayes, and ask him to explain
the meaning of his last play. Bayes can't remember his last play,
but he does know the one he's working on now and invites Johnson
and Smith to view its rehearsal. For the next two hours, they are
assaulted with a play that is — all at once — inane, insane,
bombastic, majestic, inexplicable, disjointed, avant garde, heroic,
silly and, at all times, incomprehensible.

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored Links

Odd Trick Fights Diabetes
"Unique" Proven Method To Control Blood
Sugar In 3 Weeks. Watch Video.
SmartConsumerLifestyles.com

Looking to save money?
Switch early & save up to 10% with the
Allstate Early Signing Discount
Allstate.com

Myrtle Beach Summer Deals
Discounted rates, free nights, attractions
deals & more. Save now!
www.VisitMyrtleBeach.com

And standing there amidst it all, able to explain every idiosyncrasy
and always in a heaving, adoring effervescence over his own
creation, is playwright Bayes. He positively beams upon the
dramatic Frankenstein he is about to foist upon an unsuspecting
world, taking some eagleeyed potshots at theater critics and
similar lowlife ne'erdowells along the way.
Christopher Seiler as Bayes gives perhaps the most energetic
performance I have ever seen at the Blackfriars Playhouse, and I
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have seen plenty of them. He roars about for two solid hours,
shouting orders, extracting performances at the top of his lungs and
his emotions, exuding confidence and never, ever flagging in his
determination to give the world "the new way of writing."
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Email Go! columnist Charles Culbertson at
mail@stauntonhistory.com.
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