Alabama Shakespeare Festival

By Rick Harmon
Montgomery Advertiser

@he Shakespeare play may have been
selected specifically for them, but -
perhaps no production could have a

" more inappropriate title for the Alabama

Shakespeare Festival master student class
than “Love’s Labour’s Lost.”

For while acting is a labor of love for
the master of fine arts students, the partici-
pants agree that the labor, the training and
thlS production could hardly be more use-

Edmond Williams, who is both the chair
of the department of Theatre and Dance at
the University of Alabama and the produc-
tion’s director said the play about young
love is perfect for the young people who are
part of The Graduate Company of the Uni-

Festival.

celibacy only to
have a lively battle
of the sexes ensue
when the Princess
of France arrives
with her beautiful
companions.

guage. There is so
much we can learn
from this play,”

who plays Sir Na-
thanial.
“I think the lan-

is some of the most
difficult I've come
across as far as its
poetry, and mak-
ing that poetry
clear to the audi
ence.’

The words may
be both beautiful
and witty, but Wil-

. lams said con-
quering the lan-
gnage is the easy
part of the stu-
dents’ job.

“Its wit. Its lan--

said Scot Mann, -

guage in the play -

“It’s crucial that we realize that ‘these

versity of Alabama/Alabama Shakespeare

But it’s not just the plot — a plot in
which a Renaissance king convinces his
followers to join him in a three-year vow of

WANT TO GO?

B What: The Alabama
Shakespeare Festival
Graduate Company's
Production of Shake- ¢
speare’s “love's la- |
bour's Lost” :

B When: Previews are
7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, 7:30 p.m. Aug. 3
and 8 p.m. Aug. 4
official perform-
ances are 8 p.m.
Aug. 5, 2 p.m. Aug.
6, 7:30 p.m. Aug. 8,
Aug. 9 and Aug. 10,
8 p.m. Aug. 11 and 2
and 8 p.m. Aug. 12.

B Where: The Octa-
gon at the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival

# Admission: $10

8 Information:
5353

271-

-are not just words for the sake of words,”
. he said. “We have to go behind the words

and find the person that lies beneath
them.”

So far, he believes, the students have
been successful, creating a production of
“Love’s Labour’s Lost” unlike any that has
ever been seen before, but he said this isn't

unusual.

“Many of the moments in this produc-

Actors of The Graduate Company of the University of A!abama/Aiabama Shakespeare Festi-
val perform their last performance in ‘Love’s Labour’s Lost.”

Production takes actors to new stage of their careers

By Rick Harmon
Montgomery Advertiser

For a dozen students,
Love's Labour's Lost” is as
wach a rite of passage as a
ay. When the production
oses, seven actors, two stu-
:nts in stage management

and three students in theater
management won’t be in the
ASF Graduate Company, but
the ASF graduating company.

Charlton David James, Jen-
ny Sheffer Stevens, Eric Shef-
fer Stevens, Regan Thomp-
son, Tracy Liz Miller, John
Nagle and Sheffield Chastain

will graduate Aug. 13, the day
after the last performance of
“Love’s Labour’s Lost” 8o
will stage management stu-
dents Christine Fisichella
and Nina Shockley and the-
ater management students
Melaine Bennett, Becky Dodd
and Laura Jansen.

Many are heading to New
York after graduation,
thanks largely to a New York
showcase that they put on be-
fore casting agents in April.

“It went incredibly well,”
sald Chastain. “Many of the
agents told us it was the best
one they’d ever seen. Of the

ASF Page 3E

seven actors who are gradu-
ating, all seven had a chance
to sign with agents. Some did
better than others, but across
the hoard, I think everyvone
did incredibly well.”

The showcase, which at-
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tion exist because they came out of -
rehearsal, because the actors found

certain things within their chara
ters and within their scenes 'tha

worked for them and then i mcorpho-_‘
e

rated it mto the productmn,

That iiaiibén"s' n "é&ériz'produ

tlon and that's why every produc-
tion of Shakespeare-- will always be

.dlﬁ'erent e
" This productmn will be in the

two ASF stages. o

That's to the lzkmg of Mendy-'

Garcia, who plays both Katherlne
and Jaquenetta i in the play

© ‘T think" 1t 15 more natural o

Agents make

tracts some of the top agents in the.
country because of both the reputa-
tion of the. program’ and graduates:
like Michael Emerson who has be- -
come a Broadway. star, is a huge .'datm rocess,” he said. “You free-.
benefit whether__you sign with an lancesvé;th a couple of different the- "
S : . atrlcal agencies and then sign with . -

B was called back by two com-.
‘one __the_atr_lcal -

agent. :

mercial -~ agents,
agent and several: casting agents,”
Thompson: said.-“I haven't 51gned

with: anyone, but the showease has -
given all of us 0 many opuons to

welgh e

-gram-has taken them to the Octa
~: gon, but that it will take them to-a -
new stage of their careers. - % ..
= “Before getting here, I was mak-
Octagon Theatre, the sma]ler of the: - ing a living as an actor, but what I
©* have  learned, and continue to.:
' learn here, has made such a dxﬁ'er—-‘ B
ence,” she said. “It has aﬁ'ected me -
7 in so many different ways. Every

working in the Octagon,

adding that the intimacy of the the~_
ater allows “the performers - to
gauge. the audiences’ responses

and to interact with them far more
than.. when . performing m the .
P < have: continued- employment,” she

larger Festival Stage.

.. But. for Garcia and the other
Graduate Company actors, the im-

portant factor:is not that the pro

day ITam growing.”--

Regan Thompson who plays the '_

she sa1d .-
" that all the students see their work

P

Prmcess of France in the play, sa1d ’

“in the play as taking them a step
closer to their ultimate goal.

. “My goal is- the same goal as

any actor; to do good work and to

said.. “I want what every actor
wants, to make a hvmg domg what
you love.”
2 You. wﬂl see the Graduate Com-.
* pany. actors. doing what they love

. during this’ ASF production. You

also. will see the result of their la-
bors. But it’s clear no one believes
that this will be love’s labor lost.
Rick Harmon, who is arts and
entertainment editor for the Mont-
gomery Advertiser, can be reached
by calling 240—0184 or faxed at 261-
: 1548 .

fbne of the top cnmmercml agents:.f
m ‘New: York but hasnt 51gned :

© o thmk it's'; gomg to be sort of a:

the one: that Works w1th you the' L

_best.”

chk Harmon, who is arrs and' _' -

. entertainment editor for the Mont-:
. gomery Advertzser can be reached'._ E
by calling 2400184 or faxed at. 261-

| 1548. PR :
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For a dozen students,
-0ve’s Labour’s Lost” is as
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ay. When the production
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the ASF graduating company.
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after the last performance of
“Love’s Labour’s Lost” So
will stage management stu-
dents Christine Fisichella
and Nina Shockley and the-
ater management students
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Many are heading to New
York after graduation,
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“It went incredibly well,”

.said Chastain. “Many of the

agents told us it was the best
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